UMass Amherst Student Response to Discussion/Lab Section Instruction

FALL 2022 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Course: STATISTC 240

Instructor:Sarsani, Visha| !umar

What aspects of the section leader's teaching were most helpful to you?

What suggestions do you have for how the section leader could improve the
learning experience for you?

He was always open to questions. He also spent more time on complex topics and
definitions, while gliding over the number crunching which was less important to
understanding statistics.

| thought this sections was run well, and | see no glaring issues with his style of
teaching.

Just going over the materials and the worksheets was helpful. Also the slideshows n/a
before the exams were very helpful
He explained things step by step. Provided good notes and was always welcoming of N/A

any question. Willing to always help students and a quick replier.

He had slides with the discussion section's notes and it was really helpful to have it
there.

There's a board on the side that's difficult to see on the opposite side of the room, so
maybe just using the main board will be better for everyone.

I thought that he organized our time well by breaking down each of the most important
guestions on the worksheets.

The learning experience could be improved if the section leader graded material more
quickly.

Vishal was genuinely the best TA I've had. He explained every topic perfectly and |
always counted on the discussions to understand the material.

No suggestions, it was perfect.

| liked how he wrote out all steps for solving any given problem. It was also done in a
manner that was easy to understand and follow. | thought that Vishal was a very good
TA and | learned a lot more from the discussion than a lecture.

Maybe going over the quizzes at some point so that we can understand our mistakes

| found that Vishal was an expert at getting to the point. Especially in a short discussion,
there is nothing worse than a TA that talks in circles, but Vishal's style of teaching meant
that students always understood the topics that were going to be on the quiz quickly.

There's really not much that I can think of here except for some lessons the lecture
portion was a bit too fast paced for the material that was covered, but | understand how
difficult the time constraint is.

vishal was very helpful in class, open to answering questions, and would always respond
to emails quickly

I like how he explains things very well and comes to discussion prepared with a
presentation

I think his discussions don't need to change

Defs the explanations and notes that he always gave were very helpful No comment
His powwerpoints
His examples were very straight forward and easy to understand and follow. Really great |n/a

and knowledgable TA

For more information or help interpreting your results contact OAPA at oapa@umass.edu. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/05/2023
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Discussion/Lab Section Instruction
FALL 2022 SECTION REPORT

Course: STATISTC 240
Instructor: Sarsani, Vishal Kumar
Responses: 17/30 (57%)

Item Frequencies

Almost Almost
always Frequently Sometimes Rarely never
Item Label (N) (5) (4) (3) %) 1)
1 The section leader explained course material clearly.
17 82% 18% 0% 0% 0%
2 The section leader cleared up points of confusion.
17 76% 18% 6% 0% 0%
3 The section leader showed an interest in helping students learn.
17 65% 29% 0% 6% 0%
4  The section leader welcomed students' questions.
17 82% 18% 0% 0% 0%
Almost Almost
always Frequently Sometimes Rarely never
Item Label (N) (5) 4) (3) %) 1) N/A
5  The section leader used class time well.
17 94% 6% 0% 0% 0% 0%

6  The section leader stimulated participation in the
discussion/lab. 17 53% 12% 29% 6% 0% 0%

7  The section leader's evaluation of your work was fair.

17 71% 24% 6% 0% 0% 0%
Almost Almost
always Usually  Sometimes Rarely never
effective effective effective effective effective
Item Label (N) (5) 4 3) ) 1)
8  Overall rating of the section leader's teaching?
17 76% 24% 0% 0% 0%

Mean Comparisons

COMPARISON MEANS:
Fall 2022 Undergraduate
Discussions and Labs

Dept: STATISTC Campus
# Sections: 24 # Sections: 471
Section Leader Resp. rate:  47% Resp. rate:  50%
Item Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The section leader explained course material clearly.
4.8 0.38 4.4 0.66 4.4 0.69
2 The section leader cleared up points of confusion.
4.7 0.57 4.5 0.68 4.4 0.71
3  The section leader showed an interest in helping students learn.
4.5 0.78 4.5 0.73 4.5 0.63
4  The section leader welcomed students' questions.
4.8 0.38 4.7 0.53 4.7 0.50
5 The section leader used class time well.
4.9 0.24 4.5 0.63 4.4 0.70

6  The section leader stimulated participation in the
discussion/lab. 4.1 1.02 4.2 0.92 4.3 0.80

7  The section leader's evaluation of your work was fair.
4.6 0.59 45 0.68 45 0.64

8  Overall rating of the section leader's teaching?
4.8 0.42 4.4 0.71 4.4 0.71

Notes: A comparison group mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled
across sections. Comparison means calculated using results from fall 2022 discussion and lab sections in participating departments. Reported only if results were
available for at least 10 sections with 5 or more responses.

For more information about SRTI visit www.umass.edu/oapa/stti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/05/2023 - Page 1
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